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Herman Thompson + Associates is an award winning Landscape Architectural design firm in Dallas, Texas that listens before we create.

hta offers unique solutions for life enhancing “Outdoor Spaces”. Our outdoor spaces for living, working, learning, playing and healing express the spirit of those individuals who will inhabit each environment. Each life enhancing “Outdoor Space” is created with particular attention being given to site drainage, soils, vegetation, human scale, quality of light, sustainable and livability for the present and future. Over the past 40 years the firm of Herman Thompson + Associates (hta) has evolve into this philosophy through the hands on experience of its founder Herman W. Thompson, Landscape Architect.

Originally founded in Cedar Rapids, Iowa in the fall of 1966, hta produced designs for numerous park/recreation facilities and commercial/industrial developments, throughout the mid-west. While developing master plans and then detail plans for parks, playgrounds, golf courses and other landscape architectural projects Herman Thompson has personally developed a hands on methodology.

In 1980 Mr. Thompson was brought to Dallas, Texas by Lamberts and Howard Garrett to serve as Director of Design for their fifteen person design staff. In this capacity Mr. Thompson was responsible for many Dallas / Ft Worth high profile projects such as American Airline Flight Administration Center, early studies on the Trinity River project, Sundance Square in Ft. Worth, Fossil Creek mixed use development, First City Center in Dallas and The First National Bank Roof Garden.

In 1983, Herman Thompson + Associates was re-established and continues to provide landscape architectural and irrigation design consulting services. This kind of extensive experience has provided an inspiring career allowing Mr. Thompson to serve as a landscape architectural and irrigation design consultant to discerning individuals, architects and engineers on a large variety of projects.

Herman Thompson + Associates is currently located in Exposition Park on the edge of the Dallas CBD.

Herman W. Thompson, a registered landscape architect and licensed irrigator, leads the firm. Our support staff is comprised of individual landscape architects, CAD technicians, graphic designers and consultants that we assign on a project by project bases thus allowing Herman Thompson + Associates the diversity of tailoring individuals personalities to fit each project.

In addition as responsible consultants Herman Thompson + Associates carries professional liability and general liability insurance with coverage at $1 million each.

REPRESENTATIVE PLANNING and DESIGN PROJECTS

1966 through 2000

Comprehensive Community Plans  (land use, transportation, parks/schools, zoning and subdivision regulation) have been prepared for over fifteen different communities throughout the mid-west.  In addition, the firm was retained, on a consulting basis, by the City Council and Planning Commission of Marion, Iowa (10,000 population) to administer their entire community planning program from 1966 through 1977.  

Linn County, Regional Planning Commission Open Space Plan — Linn County, Iowa  

Preparation of a Long-range, Comprehensive Plan outlining the requirements for a Regional Open Space System that encompasses an urban/rural population of approximately 200,000.  The study and recommendations included a detailed park/school system for this region with land acquisition recommendations and preliminary master design plans for 15 parks/schools.  

Mount Mercy College Master Campus Plan — Cedar Rapids, Iowa  

Preparation of a long range development plan for the College Campus including site plan recommendations for several major architectural additions to the campus such as a new administration office, fine arts building, gymnasium, and additional class rooms.

Coe College Landscape and Site Development Plans — Cedar Rapids, Iowa  

Upon completion of the Campus Long-Range Master Plan by Johnson, Johnson & Roy, Herman Thompson Associates was retained (over a five year period) to prepare detailed site plans and landscape plans, with appropriate contract documents, for each phase of the college construction program.

Linn-Aire Industrial Estates — Marion, Iowa  

Master site plan for an industrial park that included a new 4,500 foot runway, provisions for a fix-base operator, rental hangers and fourteen individual industrial development

sites.  Coordination with state and local officials was required to facilitate highway re-alignment and modify the adjacent land use and zoning districts.

Linn County Court House — Cedar Rapids, Iowa  

Design and construction observation of a courtyard entrance located on top of an underground parking ramp, all of which is located on an island in the Cedar River at Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  This project presented unusual conditions with respect to flooding, structural integrity and public accessibility.

Cedar Rapids R-13 River Front Parks — Cedar Rapids, Iowa  

Producing a national design award, this project is the largest river front improvement ever undertaken in the State of Iowa.  Nearly two miles of downtown river frontage was transformed into an urban ribbon of open space, consisting of water features, shelters and extensive landscape development.  Flood control features were carefully designed into the solution, in addition to typical considerations such as safety, accessibility and long range maintenance.

**Trinity River Flood Plain / Master Plan — Dallas Parks and Recreation Department  

A 700 acre section of the Trinity River flood plain was Master Planned for the City of Dallas.  Located between Westmoreland and Hampton Roads, this facility was designed to accommodate large organized play fields for soccer, football and baseball in addition to other specialized activities such as model airplane flying and nature study areas.  Engineering considerations such as levee integrity, pump station accessibility and flood plain management were an integral part of the planning process.

**City of Ennis Downtown Beautification Project — Ennis, Texas  

Requiring the complete demolition and reconstruction of street R.O.W. for five city blocks of Ennis' downtown area; this final redevelopment design included an extensive streetscape consisting of new brick and concrete surfacing on all streets and sidewalks in addition to planting islands, landscape irrigation, signage, landscape lighting and street lighting.

Washington Street Boulevard — Iowa City, Iowa  

Six blocks of a major street were redesigned into a boulevard with a raised planting island and extensive landscape development.  

**Sundance Square — Fort Worth, Texas  

Two square blocks of streetscape were designed for this redevelopment area including hardscape, lighting, shelters and landscape plantings.

**Fossil Creek Mixed-Use Development — Fort Worth, Texas  

This mixed use development of approximately 2,000 acres included a 36-hole golf course together with commercial, industrial, residential and other recreational land uses.  Concepts were developed to establish a distinguished visual identity of this large scale development.  Construction of the golf course, major entrances and streetscaped boulevards established the visual character of the area at the early stages of development.

Squaw Creek Golf Course and Regional Park — Linn County, Iowa  

A joint venture between city and county governments produced this 2,000 acre recreation facility, which included an 18-hole golf course, nature center, camping areas, hiking trails, a 30-acre lake, historical center and various playgrounds and play areas.

**First City Center — Dallas, Texas  

Master site plan and construction documents for a major urban space (Elm and Ervay) in the Dallas CBD.  The project required extensive hardscape design including significant water features, shelters, sitting areas, public transportation access and other core area pedestrian movements and accessibility.

Joan D. Irani Plaza/Occidental Chemical — Dallas, Texas  

Master Site Plan of a 90,000 square foot plaza in the Galleria area.  Designed as a space for people to enjoy the Texas climate, this facility will provide a safe environment for relaxation while serving as a direct corridor of pedestrian circulation between major high-rise office and shopping facilities.

Features of this life enhancing space included several major water features, quite reading areas, conversation areas and viewing areas in a landscaped space for people.

**First National Bank of Dallas/Ninth Floor Roof Garden — Dallas, Texas  

Master planning and construction documents for a two-million dollar roof top garden that included water features, surfacing and special design techniques for tree planting and appropriate understory landscaping.  Close coordination with structural engineers and fire safety officials was an integral part of executing this project.

The Atrium — Dallas, Texas  

Master Planning and construction of a street level plaza that included terrace dinning.  Planting plans were developed to blend the streetscape into the plaza yet create a sense of privacy.

W.W. Granger Industrial Warehouse — Fort Worth, Texas  

Landscape planting/irrigation design and construction documents for an industrial warehouse facility with a need for curbside appeal.  This technique was eventually installed on other W.W. Granger warehouse properties.

**American Airlines Flight Administration Center — Fort Worth, Texas  

This southern region corporate headquarters facility was Master Planned to include a small lake, employee recreation areas, a public gallery and plaza as supporting features to the administration offices.  A nationally prominent architect sited the sprawling building modules down the slopes of a post oak savannah, requiring careful field analysis prior to developing the final design concepts.  Several plazas, terraces and water features were used to carefully make a transition between building edges and at surface parking facilities.

Native plant materials were used to eventually heal the scars of construction, while cultivated plants were introduced into the terraces and plazas.

TOPS'L Condominium Resort — Destin, Florida  

A 50-acre site located adjacent to a large Sierra Club parcel and fronting on the Gulf of Mexico in the Florida Panhandle.

Conceptual and Master Site Plans were developed to accommodate ten development tracts that included five high rise structures, townhouses, an office complex and a small retail area adjacent to US Highway 98.

Open space corridors and recreation facilities including fishing ponds, jogging/fitness trails, 14 tennis courts and a beach house are inter-connected with a boulevard drive to create circulation and open space continuity.  Sand dunes are protected under environmental laws and required environmental assessments before the project could proceed into construction.

Calument Community Center & Jerry Junkins Child Development Center— Dallas, Texas  

A 75-acre campus located on the Santa Clara Catholic Church property located in Dallas, Texas.

Three years after completion of this facility it became apparent that site drainage and playground areas were not functioning adequately and that the site and its facilities were at risk to damage.

Site Analysis, Master Planning and Site Planning were utilized to provide the sequencing of construction to improve site drainage and the outdoor playground/activity areas. Final design and constructed improvements included a complete underground drainage system, a series of retaining walls, play surfaces and outdoor activity areas. 

The resulting Outdoor Learning Garden for the Greater Dallas Head Start Program has served as an example of extending the learning process beyond the classroom. Direct access from the classroom was created into the Learning Gardens, which then permits further access into several defined activities areas, including two separate play structures, two sun shelter, two sand boxes, a play hill, a tricycle freeway, swings, flower gardens story telling steps and playground observation areas. The entire site was planted with naturalized and native plant materials.

**indicates projects that were under direct supervision by Herman W. Thompson as Director of Design for Lamberts (1981-1983), Dallas, Texas

2000 through PRESENT
HEAD START of GREATER DALLAS, INC. — Dallas, Texas  

Landscape / irrigation design and construction documents for three proto type Child Development Centers in the Dallas / Ft. Worth Metroplex. Local ordinances requiring attention to tree preservation in addition to detail planting / irrigation requirements were employed to create appealing outdoor spaces.

HEAD START of GREATER DALLAS, INC. Corporate Offices — Dallas, Texas

 Landscape / irrigation design and construction documents for Corporate Offices campus for Head start of Greater Dallas. 

CITY of PLANO PARKS AND RECREATION — Plano, Texas  

Landscape Architectural and irrigation design and construction documents for Evans Park renovation. Planting design is used to define the use areas of this facility which adjoins a floodway and a residential area.

CITY of PLANO PARKS AND RECREATION — Plano, Texas  

Landscape Architectural and   irrigation design and construction documents for six miles of the center median along Preston Road, a major street in this rapidly growing urban community.

LAKE HIGHLANDS SOCCER ASSOC'N&DALLAS PARKS AND RECREATION - Dallas, Texas 

A Master Plan for concession stand area, for a major soccer facility in Dallas, (Moss Park), and is located in a flood plain requiring careful attention to Federal, State and City regulations. The detailed Site Planning, Landscape Architectural Design, incorporate a flood protected concession stand with terraced outdoor sitting areas, sun shades, awards area and observation area.

EMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH / URBAN PLAZA  - Dallas, Texas

Design of landscaped urban plaza for urban church site.  The detailed site plan and construction documents utilized a special aeration system under the hardscape to promote vigorous growth in urban conditions.

WEST DALLAS COMMUNITY GRADE SCHOOL – Dallas, Texas

School Master Site Plan was developed and utilized to prepare detail landscape design and irrigation construction documents. An entry courtyard of native plants and wild flowers was design and installed as an outdoor learning area.

WEST DALLAS COMMUNITY CHURCH – Dallas, Texas

Serving as part of a complex including the above school site that is being developed by the West Dallas Initiative to provide a neighborhood environment for learning. Located adjacent to the Trinity River this facility required a major amount of tree mitigation and an extensive irrigation system.

CONGREGATION SHEARITH ISRAEL EXPANSION – Dallas, Texas

Master Site Planning of a major addition to the existing facilities including a sacred garden area that included a large water feature. Particular attention was necessary to site drainage as a result of a flat site with no public underground storm sewer system available for discharge.

CITY OF PLANO - PARKWOOD BLV’D MEDIAN PLANTINGS – Plano, Texas

Produced detail landscape planting and irrigation design documents with detailed construction documents and specifications for the center median this major street in this rapidly growing urban community. Specific irrigation design required solar powered remote controllers that tied into the cities existing irrigation management system.

BAYLOR GARLAND EMERGENCY ROOM ENTRANCE EXPANSION – Garland, Texas

Expansion of the emergency room of this facility required revisions to the emergency vehicle entrance area resulting in complete revision of the landscape development and irrigation systems. Some of the existing trees are being relocated in addition to expanding the landscape.

CITY OF PLANO CITY HALL AND DOWNTOWN MASTER LANDSCAPE AND PEDISTRIAN CORRIDOR SYSTEM – Plano, Texas

Conceptual and Master Site plans are being developed to guide the core areas development, landscape features, street trees, pedestrian corridors, and other points of destination. Detail master plans of specific open space areas will be prepared to encourage a sense place in the downtown area. Implementation of the designs will follow with detail construction documents.

(** represents projects while serving as director of design for Lamberts)

RESUME AND EXPERIENCE of Herman Thompson, Landscape Architect

Herman W. Thompson:
Principal, Herman Thompson + Associates


1983 - Present
Herman Thompson + Associates — Dallas, Texas


In November 1983, the firm of Herman Thompson + Associates was re-established in Dallas, Texas to provide Planning, Site Planning and Landscape Architectural Design Services for Life Enhancing Outdoor Spaces.



Projects for healing, working, living, learning and playing have included a condo-resort fronting on the Gulf of Mexico (Destin, Florida), offices, industrial warehousing, playgrounds, parks, elaborate residential landscape designs and urban streetscape designs. (see representative project list).


1981 - 1983
Vice President and Director of Design — Lamberts — Dallas, Texas


Served as Director of Design for a staff of 15 designers.  Engaged in a variety of major commercial and residential development projects from roof top gardens and single family residences to small industrial and major mixed-use development projects (**see representative project list).


1966 - 1981
Herman Thompson Associates – Planning, Landscape Architecture, Architectural Design — Marion, Iowa


Engaged in a wide variety of Planning, Landscape Architecture and Architectural Design projects, throughout the mid-west; successfully completing projects for both public and private clients, including counties, cities, utility companies, corporations and private developers.  Extensive experience was obtained on small and large scale Landscape Architectural, Site Planning, Park and Recreation projects.  Projects ranged from the preparation of Regional Park and Recreation studies and Master Community Plans to the preparation of design and construction drawings for buildings, site improvements, golf courses and other park and recreation developments.



Specific project experience included comprehensive land use plans, transportation plans, zoning and subdivision regulations, campus planning, feasibility studies, housing studies, land planning and subdivision design, industrial parks and park/recreation design in addition to commercial, industrial and residential landscape design.


1966 - 1977
Director of Planning — Marion, Iowa (population 10,200) 


Serving as consulting Director of Planning (Herman Thompson Associates was retained to serve as the planning office) for the community of Marion, Iowa. Herman Thompson Associates prepared the City Comprehensive Plan and all of the support documents such as zoning ordinances, sign ordinances and subdivision regulations.  Upon completion of the Master Plan, the City Council retained Herman Thompson Associates to administer their entire Planning Program on a consulting basis for ten years. During those years hta obtain three major federal grants, reviewed all zoning, subdivision and Board of Adjustment applications then prepared written recommendation to the City Council and City Planning Commission.  This unique opportunity of staying involved with the daily planning activities of a growing (30% growth) community while providing consulting services to other communities throughout the Midwest allowed a more realistic insight to the growth and development activities of urban development.


1961 - 1966
Senior Planner/Landscape Architect — City of Cedar Rapids/Linn County Regional Planning Commission — Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Developed and administered the first major planning program of a rapidly expanding, (30% growth rate) urban area. This position allowed professional development in ever aspect of transportation planning, land use planning, socio-economic studies, two urban renewal projects, urban design, developing zoning and subdivision ordinances, open space planning and eventually coordinating the development of a Regional Plan.


1958 - 1961
Harrison . Brauer . Ripple — Site Planning Consultants, Ames, Iowa


Landscape architect responsible for design, field supervision and field engineering in Iowa office.  This firm was engaged in all aspects of site planning, site engineering and land planning throughout Iowa, Minnesota and Colorado.  Projects ranged from a 36-hole golf course for 3M Manufacturing, in Minneapolis, Minnesota, to several church camps throughout the mid-west.

Education:

1955 - 1960
Iowa State University


Major:  Landscape Architecture/City Planning



Minor:  Physical Education


Professional Licenses:


National Certification — CLARB #132



Texas — Landscape Architect #968



Minnesota — Landscape Architect #0098685



Iowa — Landscape Architect #003 (inactive)



Michigan — Landscape Architect #338 (inactive)



Planner-in-Charge, Iowa (inactive)


Member:


American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA)



American Society of Media Photographers ( ASMP)

Chair & Vice Chair-School Centered Education Council 1993-1996 / Hexter Elementary School, DISD



1975 - 1979 — Board member, State of Iowa Board of Landscape Architectural Examiners

Honors and Awards

State of Iowa Board of Landscape Architectural Examiners:

Board member 1975-1979

School Centered Education Council:

Chair & Vice Chair - Hexter Elementary School, DISD

National Design Awards American Association of Nurserymen:

River Front Parks – City of Cedar Rapids, Iowa

State Chapter of American Association of Nurserymen:

River Front Parks – City of Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Municipal Library Site Renovation – Marion, Iowa
